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The Present Situation. 


THE PRESENT CONDITION OF 
pee SPIRITUALISM, 


Bes Dr. T. Wilkins in the Progressive 
= Thinker makes some very timely re- 
= marks upon’the above topic which we 
= reproduce here as fitting accompani- 
ment to our illustration. 

‘There is no use dodging or evading 
the situation; it confronts the spiritua- 
lists of the world and the question is 
what are we going to do about it? 
Personally we are going to do our level 
to educate the people concerning 


deceptive phenomena until it shall be- 
come general information and no one 
need be deceived by such shallow 
tricks, and then the fraudulent med- 
ium will have to resort to some other 
means of obtaining a livelihood. Com- 
mercial mediumship is at the bottom 
of the whole swindling business, and 
the sooner it is done away with the 
better for Spiritualism. 

But here is what Dr. Wilkins says: 

“For many years there has been set- 
tling around and about the base of our 
cause a great variety of fraud. Per- 
sons without knowledge of the real 


truth and its sublime relations to the 
future of man; persons with no interest 
at stake save to operate along the line 
of the mysterious for money-getting; 
persons without conscience and with- 
out honor, have so enwrapt the phen- 
omena in fraud, in imitation, that we, 
today, hardly know where to find the 
genuine in physical manifestation, and 
know not where to find it in all the 
superabundance of so-called phen- 
omenea now presented. 

With their perfect system, their cen- 
tral and local secret organizations, their 
schools of practice in legerdemain 


along the exact line of imitation, their 
methods of getting pointers and record- 
ing them and passing them around, 
they have either driven genuine med- 
iums froin our ranks into other avoca- 
tions or into their own, where, with a 
few instructions and a little practice, 
they find it possible to produce better 
and more clinching tests than through 
genuine mediumship. 

For instance, it is éasy, when you 
have names, dates and locations to 
memorize, with a few moments prepar- 
ation, to go on the rostrum or in the 

Continued on sth page. 
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Hanis experiences io whatever direction waid be valariens were it mot for 
the lemons to be derived from them teaching others how to avoid the mexdleus 
sodleving similar limes of comdect woald entail. 

When 2 mas bas bees kared from the broad highway of bonor and in- 

„ tegrity by 2 glittering “Will-o-the-the-winp” into the swamps aad jungles where 
abide deadly and vemomnoms thungs, and ster vaiwly striving to grasp tbe c/msive 
object, realizes at last the fremiessmess of bis search and is mt too deeply im- 
bedded an the mire t0 extricate bimseci be will wrk toregam the highway zad 
wars others agues a like muiortuse 

it i im giving this, my persomal experience, im laying bare my own lii, 

revealing its weakmess, a@ucovering its wounds, 20d bringing from the oblinixa of 
the past its painin epemoctes shall kare the cffoct of opeming the eyes of others 
te the actual conditions amand them, aed save even ome human being from gain- 
img thts knowledge through the avhappy chamaris it was gained by me f siall 
feed that my cft bas pot been im vais, and that, to some extent af. beast, repar- 
ation has bere made for the pes wromgs and misizkes. Iam well aware of the 
from my formes, spiriemalectic ftemds and assoctaies; but I shall meet it fear- 
lessdy and am prepared to prove and demonstrate the truth of my statements. 
“Trati wears mo mask; bows at mo hamas shrine; she only asks a deertag.” 

Therefore, Ishall weed so masks, mo comicderates, no paraphencita, wor dark- 

mess. Theonly “conditions” desired are that all prejadice and pre-cooccived 

opamives be had aside and that from the ewidicane adduced the case shall be de- 
added 
I was reared accordimg to the sirictest orthodox rule—my father being a 

Presbyterian clergyman, and most earnest, comsocntions man. When J arrived 

at mashboo my keowledge of the great world beyoud the prairies of lowa 2nd 

the plaies of Kansas was limited 10 that obtaised from books: bet my ambition 
sapra aed sy pride brookei no restraist mor kietais when 2 course of 
omdat had bees marked cat and dended spon. 

iksew suthing of Spxituciem usti afer my mamige, and even then, 
aithowgh my wile was a believer, I would oot allow the sebjon discussed in my 
bome Wak my spoor wisdom Í would som cure ber such abelie= Being 
heeadof the Geils, my word was law, or, af beast I thought so, which was the 
mameto me I had so charity for people wbo did wrong, or uso did mot believe 

si myself i 

Í was peosperoms iw business, amd sucncesinl is politics; was ededed to fill 
respomsible pebble vifices—made moy zed kinds im plenty. Wien about in 
the zenith of property 2 cloud became visible in the horizon, which, although at 

Gnt “no Larger thas a man’s hand,” gradually spread until it obscured the light 
si day, wed let me ima stasless might of bop-lewecss amd despair. This cload 
was Modere Sotritwclism—or that which, from Maime to California, across the 
seas amd in evzry Lend pesses current therctur_ 


HOW IT COMMENCED. 
Heaing of some weadefal phemowcaz oooming emomg the spiritulasts I 
mentioned the metier tomy wile, who manifested mo sarpe bet merely re- 
marked, “1 widyou so.” She then informed me that loowld go and have a 
“siia” with the molan and Ge! vet the uth fox myself “Why,” said she, 
“Ikaw had maey sittiogs, and my guide gave mw a message on 2 slaic saying 
that you would beoume imercsied end believe.” Sbe then produced the skate 


| Containing tise “masge” for mctorcad A conssasication kanba “guide,” 


iedod! Whey, | always supposed that I was bes guide, amd yet all the time she 
Kad oes baroz sttags wih am-divm without asking my permision {co- 
Fii who wrote opon tise siae and sie replied, “The spirit did it.” 

it seemed imexedithe that my wile cobi believe anything so abswrd. 
it was mot a mattes oA briti, but of knowledge with ber and J oveld 
by tovestipasing. “Why,” said she, “it only costs thre: dollars 


sh sero core ae 


spirits talking to tet friends te tiat way fe se ne sak SE So an, 
E $ 


I determined to solve the prolem Lor aysel kor, 
E ee ee ae into am mukmoms see ONUA y 
wowery. } 


MY FIRST SITTING WITH A MEDIUM. 
A shon time alter this Comversation with my wits f called mow We Starrs 
and arranged for a ~sittieg” the bilouing day. He sid me to hving my ony, 
sisses, which 1 thought a very fer prupeniion, thinking a wostd be Senge, 
I was promptly va time with my slates ready for my Gest szene with 2 meii, 
| found him a pleasant, agreeable person, wio seemed homes ate amnion. 
please. We sat down ata small tebie ond I promod my slates 2b seziy ioy 
the sperits to write upon. He merely zissced at them aud asked me to pars my 
hands spos them. Very soon raps were beard wpum tine siates and table, Tie 
melum said thet the spirits woed.| Comenmmicatec by rags siie the writn, 
was being done. | was greatly interested amd asked mamy PUERTO. FX eH oy 
answers by the spins rapping. The metimm sewi srpom, bis armes twit y 
and be iscquently shivered im a omvulsive soot f mmr, what excund my 
curiosty and | engumed he was i. He replied that the partis “Grew” om huy 
for the force winch emabled them to write. Whew the 2ps AOE Gud a 
writiag was completed Sopemed the skaes, miód kad Leen beid wader the izbie 
a portice af the time, amc found them quvered with wriin I aca predily sme 
posed, for the communicative wis signed with my mother's narse, and resend hod 
her hand writing, My mother did whem I was het a yoweg cdo cad f bag 
always been tamght to lowe and revere ber memory. Among my Cies ireas 
wes was an albom of poces written by ber ows hard, end the similarity af the 
Willieg on the ste to that im the album was sogseat the evade of H aaiim- 
ticity seemed coniownding. = 
The gull of death was spammed: and bere was the mined matier whose 
love and guidance | had missed thremgh all the expeskoccs of bombad må 
youth mow come tu ahte amd ovens-] ibe matere man throug DE strange 
agency. Itseemod miompeebemsible to me; bat I gragped it cagetiy asa pmi 
of a fetere eof mmnsmtalty fos mis: and was ddigid with the beatin 
thought that the gearcdianshipel amgeis sas a reality swsoy iibe of demest 
om J engaged the m diem to hold sares im say bome and ested wy friconds 
to attend awi be comimxd Ther suggested “test ounidioms” to which the 
maton oxaplialeren proposing greater tests than we kad thunght of exacting 
of bim. 
The result was that be sucossdad in <atisfvimg ms beyond a doale. Iwas 
in dally communication wh my mher, amd she advised me mpos al impwtas 
matters. How wcll the advice termed omt will be seca later om 


SITTING FOR DEVELOPMENT. 

Wiliam Lopi Garrison was installed 2 my omo panimula “yoide™ 
which seemed quite maternal and io hamasey with my aspirations as i war riued 
te that grand man by tics of blood and was proud of the Kimehtp- and equally 
proud of his guidamoe asa spirit Isat for dewelopaent for fam tld the dhe 
spirit world had sclecad me wo doa great wak, (perhaps I wes comeme-mcing te 
dy it now.) | was also told to imtrodeace the macditem—Mr. Searchi—ic the pablic, 
and Í baii: a commudioes hall fue spiniteal meetings, and did al in my power to 
spread the truth, as Í thes believed, Jt wes my pleaure to follow sack advice 
which imcioded caring for the median t the extemt teat ibe should mot be 
bothered ab-mt making a lisimg, or momcy matiers awd be wel) develop indo 
the greatest medium om earth Many poople hawe borm told the same thm 
segarding otber mediums, and ave believed tbem to be sepesiue beings, dit 
vinely appoimied, amd st apart asa ducer meseegers ef Gad and the ang! 


sorki 
The spirit said | would becom: a great mediam; which azs canedngiv 


gratifying pews; for if iere is anything that will plez the vanity aud siuaniiie 
the amintion of the average spwitwaliet it îs to be tuld thot be will swear day bea 
great asd wooderial medium. In is the Cearest wish of bis bean, tke tezsme he 
most cameniy covets zad for which thomsamds spend their time “sittiing™ 29 
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Geverop, and their money to obtain, upon the specious promises of some “de- 
Versprle medium.” 

Books have been written to meet this demand, with full instructions for 
we rormation of “circles,’? and how to obtain some one or more of the different 
phases; as any person who is sufficiently patient and persevering can do, provided 
he sits long enough. Sometimes this desire for mediumship becomes almost a 
mania asin the case of Miss Jenny Leys, a brilliant and talented young woman 
and public speaker, who came from the eastern States and took a cottage in Los 
Angeles, where, in company with a single female attendant and companion she 
remained in retirement sixteen years sitting for materialization, She had been 
promised that if she would do this, Jesus Christ would materialize and stand by 
her side upon the lecture platform and deliver the address in person, She 
believed it would certamly Come to pass, and thus wasted the golden years ofa 
glorious womanhood, until her ba'r became white as snow, and she was forced 
to quit the abode in which she had been a willing prisoner, in solitary confine- 
ment, so far as the outside world was concerned, No human foot was permitted 
to cross ber threshold during all that time for fear of “disturbing the conditions.” 
The few friends who sought her out could sit upon the vine covered veranda and 
converse with the spiritual captive; but they dared not enter the sacred precinct of 
the home, and only at rare intervals was a favored friend allowed even that 
privilege. 

There were many facts in connection with this business of which I was at 
that time quite ignorant or my enthusiasm night have assumed a milder form. 
It was a subject of perplexity to me because all my friends did not accept the 


evidences presented as “proof palptble’’ of spiritualism; but here again the 


, 


“guides?” came to my rescue by assuring me that such people were not suffici- 
enily progressed to grasp spiritual truths, in fact, were spiri:ually blind. 

Jt was rumored that the medium was inthe habit of getting intoxicated 
and was addicted to other vices; but I could not believe anything against such a 


“perfect instrument of the angels.” 
A GREAT SURPRISE. 

One day on my way home from my «¢ ffice I met Mr. Search in an intoxi- 
cated condition at which I was greatly surprised and di-tressed, J told my wife 
what I had witnessed and she said it wis either his “Indian control” or an un- 
developed influence; and I should have brought him home with me and taken 
care of him until the control departed and he had gained his normal state. 

This was astonishing informa ion concerning the dangers and irresponsi- 
hilities of mediumship. Tue idea of my mother having to communicate with me 
through such an instrument seemed very repugnant; but such was the philosophy 
of my new religion as taught by those around me. Ita good spirit could control 
a medium why not an evil one as well? It seemed plausible enough from that 
standpoint of reasoning. Still, it could hardly be considered an enviable position 
at all times, though its compensations and pleasures were many. 

At seances the spirits were noticably partial to good looking voung women; 
the deceased husbands of charming widows frequently controlled the medium 
and demon trated their continued affection by warm kisses, fond embraces and 
the same old endearing names all of which were accepted and reciprocated by 
the bereft ones in the most touching and pathetic manner. Old men received 
messages from the long departed sweethearts of their youthful days, and fre- 
quently such spirits materialized and spoke words of endearment and tenderly 


caressed the now aged lover, which brought anew light into the dim eye and 


fanned to light the still smouldering spark of an almost forgotten love among the 


dead ashes upon the altar of the “long ago.” Sometimes spirit brides material- 


izd for these old veterans and informed them that the dear old wife who had 


_ been the loving earthly companion for a quarter or half century was not the true 


‘spiritual affinity, and would be supplanted “over there?’ by the beautiful spirit 
bride, or true soul mite. Sometimes the more accomodating ones suggested the 


selection of temporary affinities from among the number of females who were 


= similarly situated, 


Mediums are not considered responible for their acts, or, at least they 
are allowed great latitude and freedom, They are considered as open doorways 


-through whose organisms come thronging eager multitudes of spirits to com- 


municate with earthly friends. Some are good, others bad; dying does not 


change their natures and the old appetites and passions cling to them as a gar- 
LS 


at in spirit life andcin ouly be overcome and outgrown by coming in contact 
ha physical organism. There are mediums who believe they are doing a 
missionary work liberating earth bound spirits in this manner. 
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sinner the surer the test of his irresponsibility, or "unbalanced condition” owing 
to constant spirit control, All this may seem incredible and impossible of belief 
to an intelligent mind upon its first presentation; but it is accepted and taught by 
spiritualists generally, and forms the sirongest safeguard and protection medi- 
umship can present against the attacks of critics and opponents, 

Much that is beautitul and seemingly in harmony with reason, moral and 
social ethics is presented along with its absurdities and vagaries so that which 
would repel the student at first is gradually overlooked. It was very difficult for 
me to ignore the teachings of my childhood, and think that the blameless life of 
my respected and honored father was not, after all,an example worthy of emu- 
lation, and accept without grave misgivings the entire doctrine as practiced and 
advocated by phenomenal mediums, ; 

“Vice is a monster of such hideous mien, 
That to be hated, needs but to be seen; 

But seen too oft, familiar grown its face, 
We first endure—then pity—then embrace.” 

Slowly but surely was the net of deceit and treachery woven around me 
and my home, and most bitter and hurailiating was the awakening. I was earnest 
and enthusiastic and spent money freely in the cause. Wen sceptics said that 
the medium was a fraud and trickster I demanded that they explain the trick— 
show how it was done, It is always absurd to cry fraud without being able to 
prove it. Po know the secrects of masonry one must join the order; and the 


same is true of physical mediumship. 


ADVICE ON BUSINESS. 
selieving as I did in the genuineness of the communications it is easy to 
comprehend how blindly J followed the advice given by my supposed spirit friends. 
At their direction I embarked in enterprises having in view the employment of 
I built a 
large fruite cannery, and in my zeal to obey the spirits and be a benefactor to the 


men and women who were out of work and in destitute circumstances. 


poor I soon lost everything invested through the carelessness and incompetence 
ol those employed and trusted, and a lack of knowledge of the business on my 
own part. 

I also invested largely in real estate, and buit houses to rent expecting 
handsome profits as the spirits had promised. It was not long before I realized 
there was a mistake somewhere My houses were tenantless, my city lots unsold 
and greatly depreciated im value; my canning facfory a dead loss and my business 
in a crippled condition generally. Aboutthis time Mr. Search came to me ask- 
ing for a loan. I had been accustomed to advancing him money in various sums 
whenever he wanted it; but on this occasion I hesitated and told him we would 
have a sitting first and see what the spirits would say on the slates. He replied 
that if I would give him fifty dollars he would show me how to get my own slate 
writing. I did not understand what he meant, but told him that if he could de- 
velop me I would gladly give him that amount and much more. He agreed to 
meet me at four o'clock that afternoon and give me the first lesson. I was hear- 
ing a case of assult and battery that day but am afraid I did not pay mnch at- 
tenton to the testimony; I was restless and uneasy and finally dismissed the de- 


fendant and adjourned court. 


THE FIRST REVELATION. 

At the appointed time Mr. Search was promptly on hand. His first state- 
ment startled me, “The whole business is a “fake,” he said. I told hini to go 
on and not talk foolishly. He asked for some slates and I happened to have 
some in my office, taken there to show my friends. He laughed when they were 
produced, and said that the messages they contained had been written by him- 
self. 

3efore proceeding to explain he exacted of mea promise of secresy, say- 


ing it would do me no good to “give him away’—that spiritualists would not 
believe it, and other people would only laugh at me for having been so easily 
fooled, 


nothing to any one until [had received greater proof than one man could furnish 


It was not necessary to be told this, as I had already decided to say 


that a faith having so many adherents, and presenting, for its foundation, such 
an array of wonderful phenomena, was like a house founded upon the sand 
which would fall before the first gale of crucial, scientific investigation, or crumble 
into ashes under the scorching rays of the searchlight of truth. 

Well, itis needless to say that the writting was produced on the slates and 
the medium explained how it was done. He showed me many processes by 
which slate writing was done, and the methods employed by the most prominent 
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Are Spiritualist Afraid of 
the Truth? 


Before issuing the first. number of | 


the delusion that the great body of 
spiritualists were honestly seeking the 
truth from every available quarter and 
source. 
of them had been deceived and vic- 
timized by pretending mediums and 
were accepting and believing as true 
many false and erroneous things. But) 
our faith in the good in humanity was | 
greater than our knowledge of evil, | 
and we confidently believed and ex- 
pected that the greater number by far | 
preferred the truth, instead of a lie, | 
knowledge instead of ignorance, hon- | 
esty instead of dishonesty. But we! 
were mistaken, That is, if the State 
Spiritualists Association represents the 
honest sentiments of the great number 
ot Spiritualists throughout the State. 
We can scarcely believe that it does so 
represent them. We believe that the | 
officers and delegates chosen by the 


H 
people at large were so selected because | i 


they possessed the confidence of the | 
people who gave them their votes and 
who believed they would honestly rep- 
resent them in executive session and de- 
Did they do it? 
Having been in touch with the general 
sentiments of Spiritualists for many 
years in our public work we feel quali- 
On 
the contrary it is our honest opinion 
that the Spiritualists of this State were 
sold out by their representatives, in the 


claration of principals. 


fied to answer emphatacally zo. 


State Convention, to the fraud element | remain silent. 


in this city which at the present time 
has got the upper hand and have 
muzzled the Spiritualist press and cap- 
tured the works. When The Libera- 
tor was being circulated among the 
deleg wes, during the Convention, by 
Mrs. May Drynan, president of the 
Peoples Spiritualist Society, a member 


of the State Board of Directors forbade 
her disposing of any more copies of 
the paper in the hall under penalty of 
arrest if she persisted. But the people 
got them ail the same and the result 
was that it set them thinking. Why 


should any officer of the State Associa- | 


|Z he Liberator? 


Because it contained more truth to! 
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ree or any other Society otek be BROTHER LUNT WEARS IT | uphill we work all the time and all the way, 


The Medium of us, Angeles has come | 
[out with the “muzzle” on and placed | 


——— 


If “Garrison and Coonley” had continued 
in the “fake” business, they would have 


had plenty of friends and money. They 


(the square inch than any spiritualist | itself on record as among the number of were not “driven out’ of the work. 
| had ever betore had served up in like! self-righteous spiritualista who have vol They had a large patronage, and the good 


‘ered their assurance and egotism sufti- 
| cient guarantee against critizism or ex- 
posure. 


|land conscientiously trying to rid spiritual- | 
lism of the counterfeiters who are passing | 


| 
It unmasked some of those | | other answer to make to the charges pre- i will and friendship of the rest of the 
| ferred against frauds and pretenders than | crowd and had never been injured in any 
| to throw mud at those who are honestly | perceptible degree by exposures. 


They 
gave it up voluntarily, and told the truth 
for the purpose of opening the eyes of 


It dragged the idols from their spurious coin for its pure gold. | those who hone stly believe and are being r 


| their pedestals, and unvailed the secrets | | There is but one question for spiritualists | yjctimized through their blind credulity. 


of the cabinet, seance, and even plat- 


form which is disgraced by pretense | 
and humbug, 


| the truth or do they want fraud ? 
‘The exposure was not | 


| to decide—do they want honesty in med- | 
iumship or dishonesty? Do they want! 


If any statements made in the Lip 


i It requires considearble courage and a 
strong conviction of right for any one to 


| take the position those men have taken, 


and maintain it in the face of all the 


the statement of one man or one} ERATOR are untrue, if any person has} abuse and scorn that honest (2) spiritual- 


| woman; it was the unrefutable testi- 


“mony of men and women who have | 
aie aomh way tban by imputing our motives | and should say as he did of old: 


The Liberator we were laboring under | business, and also of those who are | imaginary foe; or why do they use the! cast the 


never engaged in mediumship 
now thus engaged and are honest in it, 


depths lifes’ bitterness through having 


We knew that the majority been deceived, and almost destroyed | 
through the wickedness of pretended 
-mediumship, but who has renounced | 
, the work, and the follies and vices con- 


sequent upon its practice. His state 


ment was the plain, unvarnished tale of | 


one who has suffered, and struggled 


‘out of darkness into light, out of bond- 


age into liberty, out of weakness into 


'coward’s ouly weapon—slander, instead 
| 
‘and of one who had drank to the) 


besn misrecresented, why do trey nor | 
| disprove the charges in some more hon- | 


to “revenge or “getting even” on some 


of meeting the charges a> they should. | 
Tne truth wil not suffer by ha-ing false- 

| hood exposed ; and if spiritualists cannot | 
bear the truth they had better crase ask- , 
ing for it, asıt will certainly be told and | 
their idols be unmasked. 

Bro. Lunt Ta in a great deal of | 
cant about the “persecution of honest | 
mediums” and the importance of having 
it stopped, etc. We do not know of any | 
one who is trying to ‘‘persecute’’ honest | 
mediums, although some people may 
think that has been the policy of the | 


strength to live and do the right, and | Medium for some time past. Stil, we 


| help others to come out and do the 


same, 
as naught against the lying tongues of| 
those who were arrayed against the 
truth, against honest 
against genuine 


investigation, 
mediumship, and 
against those who dared to expose the 
fraud and denounce its upholders- 
The representatives of the people 
gnored the charges brought against 
the frauds, condoned their work, en- 


;deavored to suppress the Liberator, 


and placed themselves on record as 
standing in with, and endorsing pre- 
tenders and impostors by placing them 
upon the platform as honest, worthy 
mediums, to deceive and mislead the 


people. There were some honest 
people among the officers and delegates 
who would have been glad to have the 
matter investigated; but fear of critic: 
ism, and the slanderous attack such 
action would provoke, caused them to 
And so the farce went 
on, and they tried to appear satisfied 
and happy, while all the time the angel 
of conscience was whispering—Seek to 
know the truth, investigate, search for 
it; enquire into and prove all things, 


and then stand by the right at all haz- | 
| heli are let loose upon the 
jhe is called by his old associates. 


zards, even unto death. 
NEE 
Bishop S. Garrison, teacher of slate 
writing, materialization, etherialization, 
spirit picture making, reading sealed 
letters and ballots, cabinet, 
musical seance phenomenaas practiced 
by prominent mediums everywhere. 
Instructions by mail, and 
classes, Jor terms RET 
Bisnop S. Garrison 
584 Page St., San Francisco. 


Yet all this evidence counted |;, the d 


| tution ” in this? 


dark, and į 


in private | 


| always thought i its editor eant all right, | 
[although he blundered along like one | nothing 


| Spiritualism per se is simply a belief 
{in a future life, and the possibility of 
|commuicaiion with the so-called dead. 
|Itisas old as humanity, and forms 
ithe basis of every religion under the 
cash he robbed them of during his faking | 


ark, as he evidently was, and still 
is as to the fake question He says: 

“Our philosophy teaches that “restitu- 
tion” must be made in a.l cases for wrongs 
done to others before reformation is 
complete and confidence restored. Has 
Garrison returned to his dupes any of the 


career? ” 

There you have it in plain English; has 
the money been returned? No higher 
estimate is placed upon a man’s good re- 
solves and earnest desire to do right than 
the question of dollars and cents. No 
other “restitution” 
alent to the demands of justice from the 
standpoint of the editor of the Medium 
No matter if the wrongdoer repents in | 
sackcloths and ashes, acknowledges his 
mistakes to the world, reveals all his 
weaknesses, and covers up his better! 
qualities of miud and heart, in a consci- | 
entious endeavor to tell the whole truth 
regarding the wrong done, that none may | 
be deceived or imposed upon m like 
manner by others still in the business who 
have not moral stamina enough to come 
out and do likewise. Is there no “resti- 


No wonder others do not turn from 
their evil ways. There is no encourage- 
ment, no inducement, no incentive to do 
the right, when all the bloodhounds of | 
“turncoat,” as | 
On} 
the contrary, they continue their dam- | 
nable work, and are endorsed by the| 
spuitual press, societies, and conventions. | 


| held converse with heavenly 


is considered equiv- | 


| spiritualism proper. 


| fraud. 


They are highly respectable and make 
money enough out of their dupes in and } 
out of the ranks of spiritualists to buy | 
their way to the highest places of trust 
and honor that State and National Assu- 


jin telling the truth, never has been, 


ciations can confer. There is no money 
It is 


ists have heaped upon them. 

If the Nazarene were on earth to-day 
“Let 
without sin among you 
first stone” many spirit- 


him who is 


—how 


| ualists’ think you, would be “firing rocks” 


the Ga rison and 


Coonley? 


(as boys say) at 
Not Many. 


“Exposing” Spiritualism. 


Some mistaken souls are crying out 
itbat Mr. Garrison and Mrs. Schlesin- 
ger are “exposing Spiritualism.” 
Nothing could be farther from the 
truh. Spiritualism cannot be ‘‘expos- 


ed by any one. ‘There is nothing 
Lesiaeealed about it consequently 
to expose or uncover. 


sun. All orthodox churches teach 
the “Communion of Saints,” and 
| among the Catholics it is not uncom- 


{mon to find those who claim tą have 


visitants. 
l'he exposure of fraud as practiced in 
the name of spiritualism does not effect 
A truth cannot 
be exposed. A lie can be shown to be 
and fraud can be exposed 
Spiritualism, as a revelation of 
ja future state of 


a lie; 


existence as given to 
ithe world by illuminated minds all 


| down the ages is grand and beautilul; 


and among its later day exponents are 


some devinelw gifted men and women; 


but like every other great movement 
tor the upliftment and liberation ot the 
race there are those who would block 
the wheels of progress and check 
career of uselulness by covering it over 
with the slime ot fraud, pretense, and 
hypocrisy until it becomes obnoxious 
to the sight, and a stench in the nos- 
trils of the honest people. ‘hose who 
undertake to remove the blocks from 
the wheels, unloose the chains, and 
free it from the load of fraud, are giv- 
ing their lives to a most thankless task 
at the present time, and making ef 
themselves targets for the arrows of 

hated hurled at them by the enemies 
of true spiritualism masquerading un- 
der its name, and enjoying its protec- 
tion. 


.~watinded from Ist page. 


oo 


stance room and produce apparently 


unaeniable evidence of spirit return. be a total wreck as a Spiritualism 
before the world. 

your “piece”; just memorize and de- 
liver it. When you go into another form and deliver name after name to 
audiences day after day, that are “‘reg- 


Cond.tions are not needed. You have 


town (always on your list) repeat the 
method aad win the esteem of Spiritu- 
alists, the curiosity of investigators and 
the encomium of the press, and your 
way is made; your fortune is assured. 

Where are we at? Let us be frank 
and confess that we know, but du not 
know exactly how to extricate our- 
Selves. 

We can go on talking about the 
beautiiut land, the beatitude of spirnual 
endowments, the “sweet by and bye” 
irom Our rostrum; we can organize and 
adopt ali the articles of faith,” “reso- 
lutions of knowledge and our good in- 
tents” our “declaraiions of principles,” 
etc, that our “many men of many 
minds” can project; we can Sing Ot 
“he beautiful golden sometime” and 
hold a “Jubilee every month, but un- 
less we can uncover and present to the 
world a genuine phenomonon some- 
where, one that we as a body can swear 
by, something we can recommend 
without giancing around and pausing 
to think where to find it, we have 
nothing superior to that recorded in 
the Bible, and that has been presented 
for several hundred years. 

We must have tangible proof in sup- 
port of Spiritualism. We had it in the 
raps fifty years ago; we have the raps 
sili; we had the mental in A. J. 
Davis, even before the raps, and we 
have that phase yet; but for heaven’s 
sake, if that 1s as far as we have gone 
with the genuine, let us have it. Tuere 
is nothing in this imitauon business 
that will not fall to the ground at the 
first expose, and leave those thus con- 
vinced either floundering in the deep 
sea of a cold and dark grave, or float- 
ing back into the arms of a Savior from 
whence they came, with a justifiable 
curse upon Spiritualism for having so 
deluded them. 

Where are we at? We teach the 
world, or try to, that we have proof 
positive of a future life and the power 
to return under certain conditions, 
with the good news of great joy beyond 
the grave; and in our zeal, we alow 
our eyes to be blinded to the fact that, 
were all the imitators to turn state's 
evidence, within 10 days our “beautiful” 
truth would be completely upset in the 
eyes of the investigating, inquiring 
world and we would surely he at a loss 


toknow “where we were at.” ‘The fact 


THe PRESENT CONDITION OF sda eee 


= “coe 


it possible to eliminate the 


each one not genuine, who has prac- 
ticed under the name of “medium,” 
give to the world the truth of their 
fraudulent work, we would just about 


A medium may stand upon the plat 


ular clinchers,” and the moment they 
are known to bë from memory instead 
of from the “loved ones over there,” 


‘they are lost so far as effect for the) 


cause of Spiritualism is concerned. 

We represent to the world, to-day, | 
that there is such a phenomenon as 
full-form materialization. Where is it. 
produced under unquestiunable test 
concitions? 

We claim independent voices; where | 
are they heard ? 
We are presenting a variety of Punch 
and Judy, curtain and house-corne: | 
performances that seem very enter- 
taining to the curious, which, if genuine | 
are not at all convincing, because any | 
one with a little practice under instruc- | 
tions can do the same—the longer the 
arm and the more cheek and nerve, | 
the more mysterious the performance— | 
but in a sleight-ofhand show they 
would be too slow to draw. Where 

are the genuine in this phase? 

If we have the genuine in any or all 
these phases, Jet us have it and place 
it upon the rostrum, in the seance, in 
the home, anywhere, to get it before 
the world. If it must have certain 
conditions, provide them, and if we 
mnst have our conditions, always with- 
in the bounds of reason, let us exact 
them; anyway to get at the truth; we 
nerd it in our progress and must have 
it or we perish. 

I may have faults that look grave 
and unpardonable to the eye of my 
acquaintances; you may have faults 
that are grevious to the sensitive t_stes 
of your most intimate friends, but all 
should be overlooked in our effort to 
rise from the filth and slime oi fraud in 
the name of our deceased loved ones. 

It is impossible to find a perfect 
euman being. We may find a model 
man or woman in morals according to 
the common acceptation of the term, 
and find outside of this no commend- 
able characteristics. In the diversified 
iueas of mankind regarding the con- 
stituency of perfection, there is no way | 
to arrive ata universal understanding. | 
I may be immoral in the mind of one! 
and moral in the mind of another, but | 
there is no difference as to what con- 
stitutes fraud and misrepresensation | 
along the line of Spiritual phenomena. | 


That which is not genuine -is a fraud, | 
i 


hike aoda ‘of deception, makes it none 
the less a fraud and under rigid condi- 


Where are we at? 
I are convinced of the troth 
return, becomes nu criterion for the 
world to believe it without proof. Our 


independent thinkers who say: i 
us some proof, your theories are. 
l 


beautiful.” 


‘The world has become so worldly 
as to demand proof. For many years. 
the Bible was all the poof needed, bat | 


Spiritualism took it away and proposed 
to substitute something more reliable, 


more tangibie. “The Bible contradicts ; 


itself,” we said. “There is deception 


| from our cause? 


Meu may say: “Let our opponents | 
discover our fraud? but hat is the 
trouble. The world is discovering tie 
fraud under our cloak. Jt is no part 
of the genuine, but whese is the 
genuine? That is what the sorld and 
justice demands of us.” 

The above words are as true of the 
condition of Spiritualism in California 
as it is in the East or any other part of 
the country. When Spiritualists deter- 
mine to settle this qeestion, they can 
very soon do so; bat It will never be 
accomplished by persecuting and viil- 
fying those who are honestly trying to 


let light in upon the darkness. 
— 


No statement made in this paper 
has ever been made through a feeling 
of revenge or “getting even” with any 
one. They have been published be- 
cause they were facts which the people 
ought to know for their protection and 
safery, and with no other motive under 
the sun. jt would have been far easier, 
and more profitible froma financial 
standpoint to have kept silent and 
retained the good will and fellow-ship 
of that class of people than to have 
antagonized them and incurred their 
hatred by exposing their work. There 
never has been any money made by 
telling the truth on any unpopular 
subject. The profit comesto those 
who keep silent and help cover up 
wrong. Besides, a lie has wings, and 
can travel faster than the truth which 
goes on foot always, and sometimes a 
begging, 


NOTES 


We have a number of very encouraging 
letters from all over the country which 
will app-ar in the next issue. 


The better element among Spiritualists 
endorse our work, and give us their 
material and moral support. 


and submitted a list of names of <Cigens, 
persoms eligible to be thus the only 
through virtue of havirg been 


or endorsed by the State a darned 
We have the letters : thei 
subject before us, 2nd wiil upon 
the instruction and enki sie tag aea 
readers. of owr 


Mrs. Hattie D. Wren, 
Secretary to the Peopi 
Soe ety, San Francisca ~ Spiri 
Dear Mada and 4 


JE — 
passed at our last Conventi F: p 
solved, that all charteren siz a aa 
eas to recognize oni, kts be 
tion. Slogan thet you a this "RE me- 
accordance with the above “diy or 
resolution, remain, Sct om 
Yours Íraternaj 
joba Koon. =e 
Then wollows the list g, etary. 
“endorsed”, among whom ee di 
known “fke” mediums = 


: aS ag. EN 
Whitney, Mrs. Lizzie Fate, > = J- J 
A. B. Cooniey (since tur, ey De. 
Prof. Fred. Evans, Edwar ser), 
Mrs Mena Francis, and yy X Eare 
tag. When the State ga. T L Fer 
shown such lack of discri- “Gon has 
such inability to distinguish ; “tion, ang 
aine mediamship and Ctra 8 Zen- 


itis unfit, as a body, to Gre, rand 
the action of subordinate Son; contra, 
gard to the selection of ph... °S i 


= re 
and the Peopics Society bas = lakes + - 

wisdom in its withdrawal s en i 
ë gm iron Bis 

arbitrary and unreliable “anca T Such, a 
rE š z Suide = 2R 

The action of the State As 

its recent sesion in this city, ee tion at 
strated beyond question its me “Spon 
garding franduicnt — re- 


sooner the hunest spiritualists, nọ 2ad 
the State understand it ang “°@ghoae 
connection with such a Peak, ~SVEr the: 
body, the better for the Cause No Tcen 
cn rie above its head- ang TO Stream 
head of a Society is weak the 
be lacking in tbe elemen 
exEicace. i 
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Brother Newman no; 
LIBERATOR in a style ch ates 
aman who feels called p "Sti 
something mean, and isre O0 t 
at heart to do it accordin. > © 
tates of his “busses.” Ifi th 
the Philosophical Journaz 
criticize the statements 
first issue, why did he not ur 
Coleman, Dr, Ravlin, ang w È Mr- 
bure testimony against pp S 
He could not do it: and 


Tee 
c of 
goog 

% dic- 
ditor of 


the truth as he knew, ang 
it hy his own personal e Oula 
work with that class of 

as “fakes” among their Pa aa 


give 


as “persecuted medium terg bat 
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* covered conditions of the gravest nature coufronting me, 


6 THE 


Continued from page three, 
Mediums, Still I was not satistiod, Ceould not believe that sucha careful ine 
Veatigator ax Professor Zollner, of the Leipale University, the author ofa work 
called “Transcendental Physics,’ whieh was the result of scientific experimenti 
with the great medium= Henry Slade--could have been entitley mistaken, and 
deceived with afew tricks; although Leould understand how an honest man, 
expecting honesty in others, might be imposed upon, Tut the medium went 
fully into the details of the work, explaining the various phases of phenomena, 
such as cabinet work —materializing, etherialization, trumpet speaking, inde: 
pendent voices, dark, and musical seance manifestation, spirit lights, raps, 
ballot testa, reading sealed letters, making spirit pletures on slates, handier 
chiefs, ete, Platform testa as given by vatocked” mediums, who gave as tests 
while in a “dead trance and wholly unconscious, names and messages prev» 
iousty obtained and memorized for the occasion, were also explained and books 
of “exchange tests” produced in evidence, The enormity of the whole business 
fairly paralyzed me, ‘To listen to a confession of such hypocrisy and deceit trom 
a man whom I had taken into my home as a trusted friend and “spiritual adviser” 


was a terrible experience, and painful insight into human depravity, 
FURTHER REVEALMENTS, 

About this ume I was preparing for a trip Mast, having been chosen by the 
Knights of Pythias asa delegate tothe grand lodge of the world at Toronto, 
Canada, aud 1 determined to investigate spiritualism still farther by visiting 
noted mediums in eastern cities, Mr, Search offered to give me letters of intro. 
duetion which would enable me tu gain the information desired, His letters read 
as follows: 

He is on, and O, K. 
Search.” 

Worked 

with him, indeed! Why, I began to think he had “worked” with me or worked” 


“Frend A-——, This introduces Mr, Garrison, 


He said, “Just tell them you worked with me and it will be all right.” 


me, and that to considerable extent, 

The first medium I visited with my letter of introduction was Mr. Mott, 
the famous materializing medium of Kansas City, Missouri, [told him I was 
jearning the business and wanted to see his work. I paid, and he explained, His 
seances were considered marvellohs demonstrations of spirit power, and had I 
not been initiated beforehand would have been deceived as readily as were 
others, The dim, uncertain light, the soft music, the expectancy, hope, almost 
fear, the entire novelty of the situation, all have their influence and impress the 
visitor with a feeling of solemnity akin toawe and prepares the mind to receive 
and believe otherwise incredible things, 

Under such conditions the exhibition of a piece of white cheesecloth before 


the black curtains of the cabinet takes on the appearance of the robes of an angel, 


and the rustle of a starched or silken petticoat sounds like the fluttering of 


angelic wings; and when the medium steps forth clad ina garment daubed in 
spots with luminous paint it seems that the very heavens have been opened and 
a celestial being arrayed in shining raiment has appeared in their midst, The 
possibility of the haman brain to receive false impressions is great, 

Detroit, Toronto, New York, 


Indianapolis, and other places and everywhere found the letters of introduction 


I visited mediums in St, Louis, Chicago, 
the open sesame to futher revelations, I returned home disheartened so far as 
public mediums were concerned and decided to test some of the supposed reliable 
trance mediums of my acquaintance, and in my own household, Every one 
endorsed Mr, Search asa genuine medium; [then tried some of the tricks on 
them and it worked like a charm, Neither the mediums nor their guides detected 
the deception, I began to observe what was going on around me and soon dis- 
I felt: destroyed, and 
like one who had climbed to some lolty pinnacle and suddenly found the ladders 
by which he had ascended swept away, The moral and social ladder day in 
ruins; the financial ladder would sustain me no longer; the political ladder was 
broken, and there seemed no way to get down Wut to fall--and I fell, 

| eared for nothing, and took to drinking asa panacea for my troubles. 
1 was like the man in Arkansas, | did not get drunk but just kept that way all the 
time, Out of the finaneial wreck enough was saved to leave my family in com- 
fortable circumstances, and alter procuring a legal separation aud setting up ary 
aflairs as best | could, with what litte remained I started for the Pacihie Coast, 
leaving all the friends and associations of my life, not knowing or caring whither 
1 would drift or what fortune or misfortane might await me, 

y NEW EXPERIENCES, 
When I frst began to realize my condition I found myself in the State of 
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Washington, among strangers with not a dollar in my pocket and no prospect 
That night | visited the Odd Fellows’ lodge, and being a stranger was asked ig 
I chanced to glance ata beautital emblem on the wall, ofa 


bundle of slicks, Hlustrative of the strength of a united body, and referred to my 


make a lew remarka, 


own condition as a stiek whieh had slipped fromthe bundle and was “braken 
It was grim humor, but resulted in timely assistance, and an oller of employment 
from one ofthe brothers, This 1 gladly accepted and commenced work the fol 
lowing day as n carpenter, For about one year I labored in this manner and 
would have scorned the thought of making money as a mediom, 1 endeayored 
to dismiss spiritualism from my mind and only referred to it as did Josh Bihings 
to the snake hole, “When I see a hole with a snake's head in itl think the tole 
belongs to that anake,” 

| worked on as millions of men are doing regarded as “only a common 
jaborer,”’ by men whom, at one time, | would not have considered my equals, but 
they were on top of Fortune's wheel now, and 1 was underneath, and that made 
the diflerence, 

MY PUBLIC MEDIUMSIHIP, 


Work becoming slack 1 drifted to Asteria, Oregon, where employment was 
again secured, The celebrated medium Henry Allen was holding seances and 
attracting much attention, My “boss” urged me to accompany him to the 
meetings but T declined, not wishing any new experiences in that Jine, He 
continued to press the matter and I consented to go, 

There were about thirty people present at one dollar a bead, It was a dark 
seance at whieh musical instruments were played upon, independent writing 
produced, and other nmianifestitions, The people were delighted and accepted it 
all as the work of their spirit Iriends, There was a man making thirty dollars in 
an evening, and all the time engaged, while 1 worked all day at bard labor, for 
half a month, receiving less than that amount in compensation for the entire 
ume, No wonder, that when a few weeks later my job was finished, the ald 
story of man’s temptation and fall was repeated in me, St ty said that mans 
extremity is God's opportunity; but in this case the devil seemed to lake 
advantage of the situation for I entered his service and found bim a good 
paymaster so far as finances were conceined, J told some of my acqu ditances 
that] was a medium and they arranged for me to hold a seance at once, The 
art had been well learned and it proved an casy matter to please the people and 
make many converts to Spiritualism, Money flowed into my pockets and fron 
them into the ll of the saloonekveper, for 1 was obliged to drink in order to 
still the voice of conscience which constantly upbraided me for such unholy work 
The fact—that there were hundreds of others—men and women all over the 
country from the Atlantic to the Pacific doing the same business was no exeire 
for me, I haveno apology to offer and shall not attempt to make one, fow- 
ever, by way of atonement whenever | saw good, intelligent people geuing too 
deeply involved, my own unfortunated experience would come before me and 
l would enlighten them, la no instance did | pretend the manifestations were 
other than they really were-the phenomena known as that of modern sphitual- 
ism, Some of those whom L enlightened used the information as 1 had done 
and engaged in the business as professional mediums, and are traveling over the 
country today and receiving the endorsements of Spirituil societies and the 
Spiritnal press. ‘They work under the same auspicies, and are doing more to- 
wards converting people to a belief in spirttualisia than the most talented 
speakers in the ranks. 

Among the namber are the “Brockway family,” Albert Cramer, Mrs. 
Sadie Johnson, and Alice Warnock, of Portland, Oregon; besides many others 
who served as © helpers,” or accomplices in my own work, Of the latter num 


” of mediums was George Washington Smith, of Astoria, 


hey, known as “ helpers 
J.T. MeComas of Portland, Homer Alexander of Salem, and ~ Buck” Smith 


of Ranier, and many others in Oregon, 


’ were furnished me by Hatfield 


Before coming to Ciltformin 'stock tests’ 
Pettibone, a slate writing medium who bad lived here, also Dr, Woods, another 
slate writer, Mr, and Mrs, De, Noyes, Mr. Newt, and others, Soon after my ar- 
rival in San Francisco I got into ‘the ring,” and not only assisted other 
mediums but was assisted by them in circles and exchange of | tests,'! Even 
those not engaped in the work as physical mediums endorsed ober who wers 
wl could not in a single instance determine the nature of the phenomena, DU 
Kae their sanction to the rankest humbuy believing it to be the work of tne 
“dear angels.” 

In fact the staunchest supporters of physical mediumahip, such as mater- 


lalizution and slate writing, with ths many other fecidalent pretinaiaas, are the 
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a nen, A re eee paana —— — SS m -l aree 
mwen and clairvoyant medians who often claim they see their guides and other 
spr in the cabinet when the commonplace investigator would see nothing. 
hiway mes have these genuine mediums come up to my cabinet and shaken 
banas with their “guides” and described them to the circle, when not even a 
“confederate ' or dummy’? had been exhibited, There are also intelligent, 
cultured men and women, highly “inspirational” as that word is understood, 
occupying the publie rostrum, who sincerely believe these phenomena to be the 
manifestations of spirit power ana the proofs upon which the philosophy of spirit- 
ualism rests. Take away, or destroy the proofs and the whole fabric is reduced 
to speculation, theory and conjecture. 
spiritualists as an able speaker and writer, attended one of my seances and 


Dr, Dean Clark, well known among 
endorsed, and explained the manifestations as the production of spirits, Being 
considered authority on such subjects his endorsement was important; but as he 
was a medium it was strange his “inspirers ?” did not enlighten him, 

Madam Florence Montague a most cultured aad refined woman, a speake, 
of great eloquence and power, also a ‘psychic’? or medium who answers ques- 
tions, and reads articles from the audience psychometrically, attended one of my 
seances in Oakland and also went up to the cabinet and recognized her “guide is 
as the ene who shook hands with her. I she can tell, by taking a glove or band; 
kerchief, belonging to a person that individual’s characteristics, with events past 
and future, why were her inspirations so much at fault that she could not distin- 
guish the difference between my hand and that of a materialized spirit? 

Dr. N. F. Ravlin who is widely known as an exponent of spiritualism was 
formerly a Baptist clergyman and for many years occupied a prominent place 
among the leading divines of Chi ago. I met him first at the Spiritual Camp 
He was a broad-gauge intel- 
I felt 

He 


I frankly told 


meeting in Trestle Glen, Oakland, one year ago. 
lectual giant compared with the majority of people he was associated with. 

sorry for him, and told him he was deceived and victimized by the mediums. 
was at first qnite indignant and asked if I thought he was a fooi. 
him he was and I could prove it. A list of ‘tests’ to be given the next Sunday. 
by the most widely known ‘trance’? and platform test medium on the Pacific 
Coast was shown him, He did not believe it possible, but took a copy of the 
names and tests and attended the meeting and heard them given by the celebra- 
ted medium, Mrs. J. J. Whitney, who prefaced her work by stating that she was 
t entranced and wholly unconscious” while giving the tests ; while all the time 
she was giving names and messages procurred by myself and other confederates 


and memorized by her for the occasion. Dr. Ravlin was astounded, and de- 


clared he would expose such hypocrisy upon the platform; that it was an insult- 


to the angel world. I told him to keep cool and not go to war without proper 


ammunition. He went with me to the home of Mr, Frank Thwaits, and together, 


Mr. Ravlin and Mr. Thwaits prepared some ‘‘tests’’ for the same medium for 


the next Sunday. Some of these were remarkable, and created a sensation 


when given, One of Mr. Thwaits’ especially, stating that he was born in Calcutta, 
India, aud that his wife was at that time in Chicago, IlI., will be remem- 


qered by many who were present. I also told him of some tests I was going 


to give Mrs, Maud Freitag, and he heard her give them from the platform, 
T have a letter from Mr. Ravlin recently written to a lady in this city in 
which he refers to the matter 

Mr. Ravlin and myself also prepared some more tests for Mrs. Whitney 
which were given from the platform in Scottish Hall, Larkin street, San 
Francisco, last September during the State Convention of Spiritualists. This 
satisfied Mr. Ravlin, and be remarked that he had “been barking up the 
wrong tree for (twelve years,” and was now in grave doubt as to the genuine- 
ness of any of the so-called +piritual phenomena, I also enlightened the 
gentleman as to my own methods and those associated with me in the ‘ Spir- 
itual and Psychic Institute” in producing slate writing and materialization, 
Į gave him a slate writing, telling him beforehand that it was a simple trick 
and yet when the sitting was over he declared that the slates never left his 
hands for one moment and yet they were filled with writing. I asked him 
if he was sure the slates did not leave his hands, and he said he was positive 
they did not, and that he was willing to so testify. And he did, Here isa 
copy of his affidavit. 

San Franciseo—State of California. 
Aug 18, 1897. 

This is to certify that T had a sitting for s'ate writing on said date with 
Bishop S. Garrison. We held closed slates, without a table, which were 
perfectly clean and not for one moment did they pass out of my hands or 
sight. In less than five minutes both slates were filled with writing. The 
demonstrations of “Psychic power” was in my. opinion above any possibility: 
of fraud, N. F. RAVLIN. 


Su. seribed and sworn to before me this 28th day of August A. D. 1897. 
JUSTIN GATES, 


Notary Public i 
In and for the City and County of Ban Francisco, State of California. 


But he was mistaken, and T afterwards showed him how be had been de- 
ceived, He declared it the most valuable lesson of bis life ag it demonstra- 
ted that even the senses could be deceived and were not to be relied upon in 
the investigation of psychie phenomena, T took bim into my cireles and 
illustrated what suggestion would do in the line of clairvoyance and clair 
audience, Tt was only necessary for me to say Chat some spirit was trying to 
controla member of the circle, when instantly some medium, or sensitive 
would verify my statement as describe the spirit, while the person referred to 
invariably corroborate both statements by manifesting an abnormal condi- 
tion, I6 wasa common occurrence for several person to be “ controlled ” at 
the same time and declare they saw scenes and objects suggested by myself 
by way of experimentation, 


THE WVILS OF MIEDIUMSHIP. 


While the practice of fraudulent mediumslip is greatly to be deplored 
as a swindle, and making people believe a Jie, still, the evil does nol rest 
there, Itis deep, wipespread and devasting in its effects upon the moral and 
social conditions of society, It conduces to the enthrallinent of reason by 
clouding the intellect with vagaries, mysticisme and superstitious beliefs. 
Most mediumship has degenerated into a species of fortune telling which has 
ruined and bankrupted men and women all over the land who have heen 
guided by it in business transactions, and by investing in “lacky lottery 
tickets,” winning horses, stocks, mines and gates of chance in general. 
Where one fortune has been made by following such advice hundreds have 
squandered their earnings in a fruitless quest. The unprincipled man or 
woman finds in that kind of medium a convenient ally for “putting up jobs’ 
on innocent people, playing the part of detective for jealous husbands and 
wives, drawing from coufiding women the most sacred confidences while per- 
sonating dead husbands, fathers, mothers or guides; sometimes carrying the 
horrible iniquity so far as to assume the most delicate relationships on belialf 
of the beloved dead, The most serious aspect of the case is that ali this fraud 
and wickedness is protected by law iu the name of religion, Many of these 
swindlers being “ordained ministers of the gospel of Spiritualism” aud en. 
titled to all the courtesies accorded clergymen of any religious denomination, 
Every day the auvertisement of these pretenders appear in the daily papers, — 
“Materializing and eitherializing seance tonight,” “trampet aud slate 
writlng seance,” “Mother Sadie” seance, ete. Any person so advertisng is 
obtaining money under false pretenses by claiming that the dead appear in 
any of those forms or produce any of the manifestations. If challenged to 
produce even one pbysieal demonstration of independent spirit ageney or 
power they would not dare accept the challenge, no matter how great the 
reward offered, for it could not be done under conditions which would pre- 
clude the possibility of fraud being practiced by the medium or a confederate, 
When spiritualists awaken toa realization of the true situation, and honest 
men and women demand truth and honesty in the mediums asof others there 
will bea great revolution in spiritualism aad a higher standard of platform 
work. The passing away of the old will leave the new bright, clear and beauti. 
ful. Those who seems foes will be found the true friends and the “Waster, 
the real Builder”? 

I looked; aside the dust cloud rolled, 
The Waster was the Builder too; 
Upspringing from the ruined old 
I saw the new. 
‘Cwas but the ruin of the bad, 
The wasting of the wrong and ill; 
What ’ere of good the old time had 
Was living still.” 


= iA ~ 
NOTICE 
As our last issue of the Zéberator was not sufficient to supply the 
demand, and many wish a copy of Mr. Garrison’s “Experience in Spiritual- 
ism” we have reproduced it in this number in order to supply all who wish 
copies for missionary work and fill orders already in. 


“Oh, Reason, in thy searchings find us out, arouse our souls and make 
us dare to doubt; ‘Teach us to love and only seek the truth, though it may 
change all lessons taught in youth; Throw off our shackles set our spirits 
free, and make us dare to think, and learn of thee.” 


“In thy face I-seea map of honor, truth and loyalty.” 
face straight shall you knew his heart.” “All men’s faces are true, whatso- 
ever their hands are.” —Shakspeare. 
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